
WHAT IS A GRASS CHANNEL? 
A grass channel (or ditch) collects rainwater from hard 
surfaces and allows it to �lter into the ground, thereby 
removing some of the sediment and pollution in the 
stormwater leaving the road or property.  The grass 
covering the side slopes and channel bottom �lters the 
water and helps slow it down.  In steeper areas, some 
channels have small dams made of stone or concrete 
(check dams) built across the width to slow the stormwater 
down more, which helps to prevent erosion and gives the 
water a little more time to �lter into the ground. During 
large storms, grass channels can direct extra runo� to 
other stormwater management areas.

WHY ARE GRASS CHANNELS IMPORTANT?
Grass channels:
�t�� Help reduce street �ooding.
�t�� Improve the health of local waterways by removing 

pollutants and sediment from stormwater runo�.

Why is it important to maintain your grass channel?
An unmaintained grass channel may:
�t�� Lose the ability to �lter stormwater runo� and will 

allow pollutants to enter local waterways.
�t�� Become blocked which can lead to �ooding and 

breeding of insects such as mosquitos.

By maintaining your grass channel, you are doing your part 
to help protect your local streams and the Chesapeake Bay. 
Maintaining your grass channel may be required by your 
local VSMP (Virginia Stormwater Management Program) 
Authority. 

good to do...
 

Monthly
Remove leaves, trash and debris from the grass 
channel. 

Seasonally
Each spring, plant grass in bare areas to maintain a 
90% grass cover in the channel.
Each fall, remove leaves.
Mow grasses no shorter than 3 inches; remove or 
compost grass clippings.
Inspect check dams. Repair and clean, if needed.
Inspect channel bottom for areas of standing water or 
dead vegetation.

As Needed
Inspect channel after storm events for erosion or areas 
where leaves, trash and other debris have collected.
Contact your local VSMP authority for continued 
maintenance concerns or issues.

 

Don't... 

Use fertilizer or pesticides in or near your grass 
channel.
Mow directly after a rain event.
Mow grasses shorter than 3 inches.




